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The University of Akron gratefully acknowledges attorney Joseph G. Miller, who 

established The Joseph G. Miller Center for Professional Responsibility at The 
University of Akron School of Law in 1993.  The Center is a nonprofit national center 
devoted to serving the legal profession and the judiciary. Joseph Miller’s generous 
support has allowed the Institute to achieve the goals Joseph envisioned when forming 
the Institute. 

Joseph Miller and William Becker were distinguished lawyers, public servants, 
and community leaders.  Both were highly respected in the legal community.  Mr. Miller 
was a litigator specializing in Family Law and Land Use Development Law, and Mr. 
Becker was General Counsel and Vice President of BFGoodrich Chemical Group and 
Professor/Associate Dean/Chair of various committees at Akron Law.  Their close 
friendship and shared interest in the growing fields of Professional Responsibility and 
Ethics led to Mr. Miller asking Mr. Becker to serve as Founding Director of the Institute.  

Mr. Miller practiced law in the Akron community for 44 years. He chaired the 
Akron Bar Association’s Committee on Unauthorized Practice of Law, as well as the 
Ethics and Professional Responsibility Committee. He was active on the Ohio State Bar 
Association Ethics Committee, and chaired its Opinions and Regional subcommittees. 
He passed away in 2005. 

Mr. Becker had a long career as corporate counsel with BFGoodrich Chemical 
Group, culminating in his service as general counsel and vice president.  He then joined 
The University of Akron School of Law as a Professor and later served as Associate 
Dean.  He was active for many years on the Ohio State Bar Association’s Ethics 
Committee, serving as vice chair.  He also served as bar counsel to the Akron Bar 
Association.  Even before the founding of the Institute, he was a respected and sought 
after speaker on lawyer ethics subjects.  Mr. Becker passed away in 2003. 

Upon Mr. Becker’s death, Joseph G. Miller sought to recognize the valuable 
contributions of Mr. Becker and directed that the Center be renamed to include the 
name of his longtime friend and colleague, leading to its current designation as the 
Joseph G. Miller and William C. Becker Center for Professional Responsibility.  Thanks 
to their legacy, we have learned much from them and continue to benefit from their 
many contributions. 



In Memoriam 
 

Frank E. Quirk, Esq. 
1932-2021 

 
 Frank Quirk was a man of varied talents who made countless contributions to the 
legal profession and Miller-Becker Seminar.   
 
 Before attending college, Frank served as an intelligence officer for the United 
States Air Force in the 1950s.  After earning undergraduate and law degrees from The 
Ohio State University, he returned to Akron in 1958 and joined a law firm that later 
because Brouse McDowell, LPA.  For the next 44 years, Frank practiced corporate law and 
litigation and served as the firm’s managing partner from 1989 to 1997.   
 
 Frank became of counsel for the firm in 2002 and was appointed as Director of the 
Miller-Becker Center at the University of Akron Law School.  He continued the mission 
of the Center, including co-sponsorship of the Miller-Becker Seminar, until 2013.   
 
 Frank was active in the legal profession and the Akron community.  He was 
president of the Akron Bar Association in 1983-1984 and helped to establish the Akron 
Bar Foundation in 1985.  His many awards included the bar association’s Liberty Bell 
Award, the Weir Award for Professionalism given by the Ohio State Bar Association, and 
the Sir Thomas More award for outstanding personal integrity, community service, and 
professional excellence.  Frank also served in leadership positions in multiple civic 
organizations in the Akron area. 
 
 In addition to his many community and professional activities, Frank was a 
devoted husband, father, and grandfather.  He found time to train for and complete 12 
marathons and was an avid skier into his 80s when he skied with his grandchildren. 
 

The Miller-Becker planning committee fondly recalls Frank Quirk and his efforts 
to promote and sustain the Miller-Becker Seminar. 
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16. In or around early July 2019, respondent and S.J. began sending sexually suggestive text 

messages to each other.  

17. On the evening of July 3, 2019, the following text message exchange occurred: 

Respondent: I can’t sleep thinking about u.1  

S.J.: I cant sleep either  

Respondent: I need to feel you next to me. 

S.J.: Same. 

18. Early in the morning of July 11, 2019, the following text message exchange occurred: 

Respondent: Im in the shower  

S.J.: what’s up? 

Respondent: I cant stop thinking about you   

S.J.: we need to find a way to b together 

Respondent: TOTALLY  

19. On July 12, 2019, on behalf of S.J., respondent filed a Motion for Contempt with the 

domestic relations court.  

20. The affidavit that respondent filed in support of the Motion for Contempt included an 

affidavit bearing the purported signature of S.J.  

21. Before filing the Motion for Contempt, respondent signed S.J.’s signature on the affidavit 

and affixed his signature and notarial seal to the affidavit on July 11, 2019.  

22. The affidavit’s jurat falsely executed by respondent stated, “Sworn and subscribed to 

before me by S.J. on this 11th day of July 2019.” 

23. S.J. did not appear before respondent on July 11, 2019, nor did she sign the affidavit. 

 
1 All quoted text messages appear exactly as they were written and have not been edited to 
correct grammatical or spelling errors. 
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